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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

TI only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, ies? and directors.—Pore. 


~~ 
tetters of the Black Diwarf. 
fa 


From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Refor mers of — 
Great Britain. 











ON THE PROSPECTS OF SPAIN. 


It is the opinion of our excellent friend, Mr. Northmore, | 
that Liberty will cross the Pyrenees into France, and by . 
that road return to England. The matter is not impro- 
bable: and it is with inexpressible satisfaction that we. 
perceive the Spaniards determined in their resistance 
to the insolent pretensions of France. Those who. un- 
der-rated the Spanish means of resistance, forgot that no 
nation can be conquered, while it is disposed to resist. 
When an invader can seduce the nobles, bribe the church, 
and cheat, or frighten the people, then conquest is a 
matter of course, and the invader triumphs, not in his’ 
power, but in his cunning; notin his own strength, but | 
in the weakness of those to whom he is opposed. En- 
gland was in this way conquered by the Norman. Scot- 
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landand Ireland were ia this way conquercd.by England, 
Both the latter countries might have bid: England! an 
eternal defiance, but that the hearts of the few were 
corrupted, and the hearts.of the many were intimidated. 
Fear became the order of the day, and submission was: 
the fashion, 

The well eauipped legions of a powerful country may 
over-run the surface of a poor and an unprepared state , 
but unless they exterminate the inhabitants, they can 
only hold possession. of. the places where the force is 
stationed. America afforded’ a proof of this in the revo- 
lutionary war.  Atifirst; when ever the English ‘troops ap- 
peared, they were “ conquerors,” as it was the phrase 
to call them.’ But they were never masters of any part 
of the country except the spats on Which they stood ; and 
when they moved from them, the space was again Ame- 
rican, Whether there were an American saldier there, or 
not. The feeling of the people was against the dominion 
of England ; and the determination to resist, carried coi- 
quest along with it. He who will conquer or die, may be 
defeated and destroyed, but can never be conquered.— 
This js the feeling that creates, and maintains empires. — 
This fegling made America free ; and the want of this 
feeling enslaved Ireland and Scotland, and keeps them 
still in subjection fo a nation to which they ought to be 
equal, and not servants. Spain has once evinced that she 
possesses this feeling; and it were almost blasphemy 
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against the God of Nature, to suppose it now wanting, or 


extinct, when it is the most necessary for the triumph of 


Freedom. | 

Spain is the bést country in the world to try this ques- 
tion. Itis uncorrupted by wealth. The inhabitants are 
proud and warlike. They haye indeed been accustomed 
to bend under the yoke of priestcraft and superstition ; 
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wut they have been rather deluded than coerced into © 
slavery. They have a strong nationality of feeling: They 
are persevering, as well as sensitive; and we fearlessly - 
predict that the Bourbons cannot enslave those who ° 
spurned the chains of Napoleon. If we needed any 
proof this, it would be in the baffled councils of the 
Bourbons, who have evidently, in the invasion of-Spain, 
undertaken an enterprise of which they have no means 
of foretelling the result. 

The Freneh Government was, in the early part of the 
last week, compelled to manufacture scme news relative - 
to the progress of the French army, in erder to keep up 
the price of the French funds, which were beginning to ° 
decline, in the absence of intelligence; the French dab- 
blers is’ them not being inclined to’ console themselves ° 
with the proverb, that‘ no news was good news.’. The — 
French ministry therefore sent them an account of a trap - 
set in order to catch the Spanish General Mina; end they 
further asserted, it was so well baited, that it could not 
fail:—but on’ the following day, it appeared that the 
contrary was the fact 5: and the Moniteur, instead of news 
from the army, gave a report on wool /—a fine sarcasm on 
the wool-gathering enterprise of the heads'of the French 
Ultras. Private sources, however, give the following’: 
version of the affair. | 

“Panis, May 15, 4 Pp. 

“ Mina has out-generalled his antagonists, both regular officers, 
and men of the faith. A dispatch arrived this morning from Mar- 
shal Moncey, dated the 11th instant, announcing a severe check to 
the invaders. It was the intention of the Commander of the 
French and Spanish forces to compel Mina to fight near Vich, or 
to drive him within the walls of Barcelona. The Constitutional 
General saw their intentions, and entirely defeated them. Instead’ 
of retreating ‘by Olot, and Castelfollit, upon Campredon, as was at 
first said, he turned upon Ripoll, drove betore him Romagosa, and + 
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a division &# the French, and with the greatest part of his force 
has marched upon Berga, He has now a free passage into Arro- 
gan; and having gaincd the valley of the Segra, he can either 
proceed towards Lerida, occupy Cerdagne, or threaten the rear of 
the allics in Catalonia. This able movemeut has excited the 
admiration of his enemies. Moncey has ordered the Generals en- 
gaged to be reprimanded ; but orders have been given to palliate 
their fault, by saying that Mina ts flying before them; although 
the circumstances of kis retreat make it equal in merit and cf- 
fect to a most brilliant victory. The French Government are in 
great consternation, as mothing ean now be done in Catalonia. 
Mina and his troops are accustomed to the mountains and the cli- 
mate ; while the French suffer severely f.om heat, scanty subsis- 
tence, and fatigue. ‘Lhe French rentes have been as low as 87.” 


If Mina has made this movement, for the purpose of 
entering France, as is very probable, the aspect of the 
war will be materially changed. The French army in 
Spain is totally inadequate to its object, without a strong 
feeling in its favour among the Spaniards; but royalty 
seems so out of repute, even with the most ignorant in 
that country, that the French do not even pretend that 
the natives join the standard of despotism. ‘The resistance 
of afew fortified places, (and the French have not yet 
taken any place where resistance has been attempted) 
will occupy the whole of the French army. Twice its 
numbers would be required to blockade half of the Spanish 
fortresses. The means of subsistence hourly grow more 
scarce ; and fatigue makes sad havoc in an invading army, 
when the invaded are inimical to them. A movement by 
Mina upon France would necessarily recal the French 
army to the frontiers; and if the liberal party in France 
have any courage left, the Bourbons of France may be got 
rid of, before the Bourbons of Spain are again elevated on 
the pinnacle of despotism. This should be the result of 
the war. Spain should stimulate France to throw off the 
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yoke of the Bourbons, to proclaim a new Republic, and to 
defend it better than the last. France should rouse Italy 
to break the chains of Austria, and to proclaim a liberal 
Government. This would probably induce Prussia and 
other German States to demand the rights and liberties 
of man; and then the Russian Autocrat might bring his 
horde of barbarians forward, and perish in the midst of 
them, as they were offered up a sacrifice to the recovery of 
Eruopean liberty. . 


— — 














From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 


NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL LEGISLATORS. 
My valued yellow Friend, 

As I cannot persuade thee to leave the country 
of thy birth for this preferable island, I shall continue my 
correspondence with thee, out of pure provocation, to 
shew thee the delights thou art forfeiting, by thy obsti- 
nate predilection for the Asiatic world. Thou knowest 
that in this country they are afraid they should not have 
any body capable of governing, and making laws, if they 
did not keep a breed for the purpose, which they set to 
work, whether qualified for the business, or not. And in 
order to secure the existence of this race, they grant them 
many extraordinary privileges and advantages ; such as 
exempting them from paying their just debts, in order to 
teach them honesty! authorising the eldest of every fa- 
mily to rob the rest of the children, to confer upon them 
that nice sense of honour, which is requisite for the due 
consideration of moral obligations ; and when they com- 
mit any trifling faux-pas, they are tried by one another, 
which is almost as dreadful as it would be to throw a 


lobster into the sea, where the poor creature might be 
drowned. 
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But with all their care of this precious race ; and with: 
all .their recruiting from the common democratic ranks 
(when they can find a clever knave disposeJ to make # 
_mountebank of. himseH’) they do not succee 1 in making 
the aristocracy, as they call it, much bettert ban it should 
be :—and it occurs to me, that until they make a rule, 
that whenever a peer of the realm begets a fool or a 
_knave, he should. lose his peerage for breaking his con- 
tract with the people, the case will not be much- mended. 
That such a law would be equitable is quite clear. When 
a man is elevated to the peerage, he engages to find 
wisdom enough for his portion ‘of the government of the 
people; and also that his heir shall be capable of dis- 
charging his duties, as the condition of mberiting 
his honours. A simpleton, therefore, destroys his own 
: privileges. A fool cannot be a legislator ; and.can have 
no right to usurp the honours of one. ‘The progeny of 
peers, then, who display any depraved . propensities, 
ought to be considered as forfeiting their titles. If they 
will play the fool, like ordinary folks, they should be 
treated as ordinary folks. On the contrary, however, 
their follies have every leniency shewn them. . Dogs one 
of them exhibit a more than commor deficiency of under- 
standing, instead of calling him a Tom-Fool, or a Jack-of- 
Bedlam, the ery is— Poor thing! he is a lord! we must 
speak mildly ef him, and only say he is a little weak or 
80, out of respect to his rank.” Should aman of rank, be 
-as rank a scoundrel as ever disgraced the human form, 
these people call it, “ a sad thing;” but “ one must not 
say much about it. out of respect to his rank’? Thus 
rank is the envelope, that wraps guilt and folly from -the 
finger of ridicule, and the eye ef scorn, as the beggar’s 
blanket covers disease, deformity, aad vermin, from the 


passing eye. However, the veit of rank, like the beggar’s 
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cloak, beigns to be a littte tattered, and one may get a 
glimpse at the enclosure. 

One Lord Claomorris has been lately tearing a large hole 
in this roquelaare of his, dnd shewing himself of an en- 
terprising disposition, which may shame the idle in these 
piping times 0° peace. High blood, my friend, will shew 
itself. There is no stopping the career of nature; your 
Englishmen are naturally pugridcious ; and when there 
are no Frenchmen to kill abroad, why beating watchmen 
must serve for an alternative. ‘Fake the following anec- 
dote of the exploits of Englishmen at home ; and bear 
in mind, that the principal performers are men of great 
rank, illustrious birth, liberal educations, and right ho- 
nourable propensities ! 

Extract from a Public Journal. 


Bow-strer#.—Among a number of persons who made their 
‘dippearance on Saturday week at this office, in the custody of the 
night constable of St, Martin’s.charged with offences against publié 
decoruw,: were, “a Peer of the realm,” a “ Magistrate for three 
counties,’ and “ two members of the Commons House of Parlia- 


meat.” These gentlemen éxhibited an appearance.strongly sympto- 


hitatic, oftoo much wine and too little sleep, and the “ Peer of the 
realin” bore some marks of having been engaged in active hostilities 
about his dress.and person; a divorce having taken place between 
one of the:skirts and. the body of his coat, and his light- coloured 
trowsers having suudry spots about them. 1 he deféndants were at- 
tended by. Mr. Bellamy (of, the Hlause of Commons), a solieitor and 
two. or three friends, one of whom was said to be Lord Kennedy ; 
atid they contrived, we know not for what reason, to obtain: a pri- 
vate hearing—a course quite unusual in cases of night squabbles. 
We wére enabled, however, to collect the particulars of this vastly 
creditable affair from aniniifferent person. , About four on Satur- 
day morning, the watehman. while calling the hour, had his attention 
¢rawn to about a dozen gentlemen, w bo. xere amusing themselves 
by knocking and ringing at the doors of the peaceable inhabitants. 
He desired Uyem to desist ¢ but.the valiant nocturnals, .secing that 
they had so' decided a superiority of physical force, laughed at the 
threats of the watchman, d+-d him for an impertinent old y agabond, 
avd threatened to annihilate him and all the Charleys in the parish, 
if they dared to interrupt them. They persisted in their conduct, 
and the watchman called another, and desired the gang to walk ou 
peaceably. At this they prokessed the highest indigtiation, aud 
swore they wou'd take the ¢d—d ald G harle ys to the “watchhouse, 
for presuming to tell them thet should not make as hich noise as 
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they pleased. They called a coach for this purpose, and having 
gotthe door open, took the first watchman by the legs and arms: 
and threw him into it. They then lifted the other in, and three or 
four of the party having entered the vehicle, they began most man- 
fully to belabour the prostrate guardian of the night. They were 
then about’to throw him out the opposite winduw, hut being a 
powerful young man, he succeeded in getting out without their as- 
sistance. He sprung his rattle, but they called another coach, and 
some of them. having got into it, and others upon the box, they: 
were about to drive off, as they said, to the watch-house, when 
other watchmen came up ; a sort of battle royal ensued, and four 
of the party were captured and conducted to the watch-house.— 
There doer bounced.and blustered with so much vigour of lungs, as 
to awaken the neighbouring inhabitants: and Richards, the con- 
stable of the night, declared, he never in all his experience met 
with such “ customers” before. Three of them gave the names of 
William Brown, Archibald Farquharson, and -— French, but these 

we believe, were noms de guerre: as it regards one of them we 

know it was so, as will appear in the sequel. William Brown said 
he was a Peer of the Realm, and defied the power of the night 
constable. Messrs. Farquharson and French declared they were 
Members of the Commons House, and bade him beware how 
he deprived them of their liberty; and the fourth, who refused 
to give his name, said he was a Magistrate forthree counties, and 
would play the very d 1 with the constable, if he presumed to 
lock himup. These threats were accompanied with great violence 
of gesture; and one of the party sidled up to the fire-place, and 
took up a poker ; but he was deprived of it before he had time to 
make use of it. The constable did not suffer himself to be mtimi- 
dated, and after great trouble, secured them under lock and key.— 
The defendants on their arrival at thts office were separated from: 
their more lowly companions, and conducted, as before stated, to a 

rivate room, where Mr. Mrnsuvutv heard the case, the witnesses 
being admitted one at atime. In one of the defendants, as they 
passed through the passage, we recognised no less a personage than 





the Right Hon. Lord Clanmorris, who some time ago played a pro-— 


minent part in.a night-brawl at a Burton ale-house in Covent-garden. 
His Lordship it was whose clothes had suffered in the rencontre with 
the watchmen, and it was said he passed as William Brown.— 
Nearly an hour was occupied inthe private hearing, and the defen- 
dants.were told that they must give bail for appearance at the ses- 
sions, unless they compromised the matter. Some of them were 
anxious toadopt the latter, as the wisest course; while the others, 
with my Lord Clanmorris, insisted the case should go to the sessions, 
for they were the aggrieved party, and talked very loudly of indict- 
ing the watchmen. They, however, cooled upon it, and aftera long 
discussion as to the amount of hush-money, it was settled, by the 


watchmen receiving three sovereigns. Mr. Minsuvu tt had left the 
room before this negotiation was entered into. 


Thou wilt admit that this is as pretty a portrait of an 
hereditary legislator, as need be drawn. If half a dozen 
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radical children had been so employed, at Manchester, 
in the autumn of 1819, a division of horse and foot would 
have been marched out to give them battle. They would 
have been indicted for a conspiracy against the peace of 
the realm; and if a stick had been found in the possession 
of any one of them, it would have been admitted as king’s 
evidence against them ; and they might have been hanged 
if the stick had deposed that it had been traiterously raised 
against Joe Nadin’s sacred head! But when peers of the 
realm, members of the house of commons, and magis- 
trates of three counties, turn into the streets for a little 
sport, they deem their rank and respectability a sufficient 
answer to all complaints. 

It is pleasant to remark how very civilly Madam Justice 
behaves to such persons! The watchmen behaved, in- 
deed, rather roughly, to lay violent hands upon a peer 
of the realm, two members of the house of commons, 
and a magistrate of three counties; but, then, they did not 
know their ‘“‘ customers.”’ Peers and ’prentices look so 
much alike, that neither watchmen, nor constables of the 
night, can tell the difference ; but as peers are not yet 
quite as eommon as ’prentice-boys, the watchmen might. 
doubt whether the peer and the gentlemen told the 
truth. 

But the magistrate made up by his extraordinary civi- 
ity, for all insults. He could not bear to see even a peer’s 
coat exposed in the public office to the sneers of the po- 
pulace. He had a feeling for the exposed small-clothes 
of the hereditary legislator, and kindly calfed, the peer 
and his comrades into the little parlour; and that the gen- 
tlemen might not be put out of countenance by too much 
truth at once, the witnesses of the gallant behaviour of 
these street warriors were called in one at a time’? How 
very considerate! How polite Madam Justice can be 
when she thinks it worth her while to open her eyes ?— 
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Some. people, indeed. may think that Madam Justi¢e hav 
been hed-ridden some years; and that her old house- 
keeper, Mother ,Law, now transacts the business in her 
Stead; but this Motber.Law steadily denies ; and says 
the thing that.mimics them both is an old procures, 
ealled Convensence. Be this as it may, the peer and his 
comrades found the, lady very civil in her conduct, and 
very. moderate.in, her demands. ‘The Peer of the realm, 
the two.members of the, House of Commons, and the 
magistrate for three counties; had only to pay three sove- 
reigns between them; that was just fifteen shillings a 
piece... Amongst how many watchmen it was to be divi- 
ded, the report sayeth not: but considering of what ma- 
jerials watehmen. are generally made; namely of common 
men;more than three parts.worn out :—and considering 
also that the yanquished party, (judging by the sample 
caught) were the « flower of the land,’ the “ very cream 
of the illustrious, the wise, and the brave,’’—and remem- 
bering that there were about dozen of these “ chivalrous 
knights ;”’ we may venture, to cone}lide that there could 
not be less than fifty watehmen, besides the constable of 
the night, and the attendants at the watchouse ; so. that 
the prize did not turn out so valuable, as the captors 
might have hoped from the high-sounding epithets of the 
prizes. A peer of.the, realm, two members of the 
House of Commons, and,a magistrate for three counties, to 
be knocked down for fifteen shillings per head! Gra- 
mercy, but, prentice-catching is the better employment ! 
Thou, Seeat_ the justice of the case is overlooked. ~ The 
compromise is.made with the watchmen ! The legal of- 
fence, namely, the disturbanee of the publie peace is not 
at all noticed. The inagistrate threate ned indeed to 
commit them for the offence, unless they made their peace 
with the watchmen! But the claims of the watchmen, 
upon,these fellows was a,second question. "The first was 
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{he original offence ;—and. this. is entirely set aside. 


Truly it is very convenient to be -great. - Your, leétle 
‘scampers,; Who should be‘thus caught offending; and could 
vive no better account of themselves, than the peer of 


the realm, the two members of the: House of Commons, 
and the magistrate for three counties, would have a good 
ehance of becoming intimate with one of the treadmills 
of the Metropoiis ;—but perhaps the magistrate: thought 
it would a be greater punishment to return them 
to their drudgery at St. Stephen's: for, from their con- 
duct, they must be pillars of the Church and State, and 
the Members of that virtaous phalanx which so, admirably 
disposes of the property and rights of the. nation. 

Thon mayest probably say, ‘it was no great wonder 
«that an hereditary peer should be very silly :.but how 
“« edme two representatives of the people to be thus want- 
“ing.” ‘Tut! man, they are very likely probationary 


peers ! ! As to representation here, it is alla. faree, I 
have refd’ thee many lessons on this point : and though F 
have now no.time to preach agai upon the subject, ‘I ‘will 
give thee a new text, and thon mayest indulge in £om- 
ment at thy leisure. 


“Tt has been usual in times past for the representative. of Edin- 


burgh to elect himself, or what is exactly equivalent, to nominate’ 


those who are called, By a singular inversion of language, his con- 
stituents. The fact is put upon record in the following letter from 
Provost Stirling to the late Lord Melville,dated the 5th of Septem- 
ber, 1799: “ As the elections are a pproaching,” says the Provost, 
“T return to Edinburgh to-morrow. I am not quite certain if, 6n 
this occasion, it will be in my power lo transmit yow lists of names, 
as was sometimes done formerly ; but on this you may confidently 
rely, that no person whatever shall with my consent be admitted 
into the council, who is not to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
not only correct in his political principles, but firmly attached to 
your interest.” This plan of representation is considered by Lord 
Binning and Mr. W. Dundas as the perfection of human wisdom.” 


There is,only the virtue of the magistzate, for the three 
counties to account for; but the. ‘road to the bench i is SO 
various, that mnless | could havé got hold of ‘his name, it 
would be diflicult to.say what path he-took.  T")_.8 ate 
4.) them, who succeed as regularly to’ 3 bench, as 
to theires ‘e3, on the demise of their‘. vers. This ac- 
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counts for much of the folly of a country bench ; for to be 
sure of succeeding, they must be content to have no brains, 
or to forego the use of them. 1 think the party in ques- 
tion must hold his treble honours in this way ; as he must 
have estates in three counties, and was probably heir to 
them all :—one cannot suppose such a man would have 
acquired anything by his own talents, but the reputation 
of a night brawler. Commend me to the justice that makes 
‘“ these odds all aven.” 

THE BLACK DWARF. 


er RE ET EE SE A A 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 








The abstract of the Leeds Town Meeting, in the case of Maria 
Sleddin reached us too late for the comment it deserves. We 
see, on the part of the magistracy, throughout the whole business 
an attempt to screen Littlewood, (the leading party ‘o the 
destruction of the mother and child) at all hazards, in contempt 
of all reason, and in scorn of all justice. We have exposed 
the folly, and worse, of their previous resolutions; and the 
“ Town’s Meeting,” which their own neglect to do justice, forced 
upon them, shall not escape us. The “ Mayor” was called to the 
chair, which he ought not to have been, for he was an interested 
party; and ought rather to have had a vote of censure for suffering 
the coroner to sneak out of his duty. Mr: John Heaps, after a cor- 
rect and able review of the affair, moved for the discharge of 
Littlewood ; the only atonement which could be made to outraged 
humanity, and to the character of the town. This motion being 
seconded ; Mr. Atkinson, the coroner, who ought himself to have 
been the subject of an indictment for refusing to perform his duty, 
got up, most audaciously to give Littlewood a character! Little- 
wood, we understand, has given Atkinson some good things before ; 
and as Littlewood, of all earthly things, stood most in need of a 
good name, it was kind in Atkinson to offer him one ; though it was 
agross counterfeit, and as worthless to the purpose, as any bad 
shilling. He said Littlewood “ had always discharged his duty with 
“ great zeal and fidelity ;” which in the face of the murderous 
yastance of neglect and abuse of trust, was a silly falsehood. 
He also said, “whatever neglect or inattention might have been 
manifested, either by Littlewood, or the Burnley overseer, they 
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were not such as could have warranted a jury in finding a verdict, 
either of murder or manslaughter, which were the only offences 
to which his jurisdiction extended; and that under the circum- 
stances, the holding of an inquest could have answered no purpose; 
and could not have aided the Board of the Workhouse in any 
proceedings they might have insticuted against Litthewood, or the 
Burnley. parish officer, neither of whom could be indicted 
for any thing but a misdemeanor.” Did any poor mortal ever 
utter such wretched trash. Is the man anideot? He has not a 


jurisdiction over any ofence. His duty is to inquire into the cause 


of death, under certain circumstances. Inquests are frequently 
held when there is no question of offence. It was an insult to the 
meeting to offer it such paltry stuff; and we blush for an assembly, 
in which it could be tolerated. Mr. Garlick, the town surgeon, 
is something better. In the “ first impulse of his feelings,” he 


had honestly said that “ the fatigue and hardships she had under-— 


gone, had been the means of destroying her;” but finding this 
opinion unpalatable in a certain quarter, he set about looking for 
other, and unnecessary causes. But we have some excuse for this, 
for we really believe that the town surgeon would have stood a 
greater chance of being dismissed, from following the impulse of 
his feelings, than the town’s husband does for behaving so infas 
mously towards one of the town’s children. A Mr. John Clapham 
moved, uublushingly, that Littlewood should be continued in his 
office : because this was the only instance of neglect thathad been 
proved against him. Certainly, the death of only one poor crea- 
ture was a trifle nct worth thinking about! When half a dozen 
more are destroyed, it will be quite time enough to interfere! A 
Mr. Alderman Hall thoug!it Littlewood had received punishment 
enough! It would require a conjuror to find out that he has re- 
ceived any, except the fear of losing his place; for the being who 
could act as he did towards an unfortunate fellow-creature, must 
be steeled against all those sensations, which make public opinion 
& punishment for moral guilt. Mr. Baines, hawever, had the 
inerit of continuing Littlewood as tie town’s hushand, and must 
in future be considered as his peculiar patron. We found out that 
the man had been tried once, and punished sufficiently ; and that 
he ought not to be tried again, Yet Mr. Baines went on to try him 
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again, and actually proposed and carried, (as they say) a new 
sefitence, The first ‘senterice was one of:censure merely. Mr: 
Baitics proposed that he should be continued in office, on condi- 
tion that before a certain period, he should cease to keep a public- 
house, and devote his whole time to tlie duties of his office, accor- 
ding tohis agreement. This was fellowed up bya proposal, that 
his’ salary sbould be increased; as a remuneration for giving 
up his business: but'this was too much for that mecting. At 
another we have no doubt it will be carried! This will bethe 
naturaPterinination of ‘sacha business. Thanks to Littlewood, the 
parish has one, if not two, paupers less to maintaip, and it. has 
therefore something to spare to reward him'with. If Mr. Mayor 
had been impartial, we are led to believe the town would have 
been spared the disgraceful result, by the carrying of Mr. Heap’s 
resolution ; bat his worship declared ‘the matter to be carried his 
ways and! very cunningly refased to let the other side be fairly 
tried!’ Thisis the common way with all our authorities, docal’ and 
general, When the people are with them, theytake the sense of 
the people. When the people are against them, ‘they are content 
with the road their own sensés point cut to their own interests. 





The letter and accompaniment from “ A Brother Dwarf,” shal, 
be duly noticed, - 

“< A Poor Weaver,” of: Halifax, shall not-be-forgotten. There is 
matter inthis epistle which will shake many-a proud -preiate, 

“ Moses” must wait another week ; we have not forgotten him ; 
but the conversion of the Jews isa serious matter to bacon-eaters: | 

A most extraordinary manuscript accidentally fell into our | 
hands, called “ Tue Poxitrican Docrrine oF our Lorp anno 
Saviour Jesus Curist.”—And thinking it of the utmost impor~ 
tance that it should be published, we recommended that it-should 
be immediately placed in the hands of the printer ; which was ac 
cordingly done; and, we have the pleasure of announcing that it 
will be published in the course of: the ensuing week.. We know 
but few works :that can rank with it, in point of forcible illustra- 
tion, and the masterly treatmentof the subject; and as jt exone- | 


rates the Christian Scriptures from being favouralie to despotism, 
either mental or bodily, it will be read wirh great avidity, and 
equal'satisfaction’ by the Christian’ world. 
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UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE. 


For the Black Dwarf. 





LETTER TO EARL’ STANHOPE: 


—_ 


19th May, 1828... 

My Lord,—Otier oceupations having engaged my time ’ 
since the newspapers reported your speech, as moving”an’’ 
amendment in the House of LordS upon thé address to the 
Throne, .on the 4th of, February, your lordship’s mote’ 
on that occasion of treating tle question of Popular. Re- 
presentation, passed on my part without’ comment, but? 
not without: observation, 

Were you, my lord, an ordinary membet of'a privileged” 
body, whojly influenced by.a lust of power, by pride; or’ 
selfishness, in depressing popular freedom, no: pérvérsion’ 
of truth, of reason, or of justice, on such a subject; could 
surprize us ; but those who respect your talents -and irite- 
grity, your patriotism and candour, expect’ from suéh «a: 
mair something betier tham prejudice, something ‘more’ 
reputable than a vulgar error, 

Bat, that I may. not misrepresent your sentiments}! I 
Shall here quote your words, as lately repeated in Cob- 
bett’s Register of the 10th of this month; words which, 
in their outset, may now be considered” as my appeal tor 
yourself. You appear tu have said---‘f And here. [omust: 
‘ beg to submit:to’ yeur’ Lordships a question: whieli’ is’ 
‘* most interesting-.and mést- important, and’ whiehr de- 
“ serves your most'serious consideration. I know that 
Parliament is invested with great and extensive powers, 
‘* which it holds for the benefit of the people, from whom ’ 
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they were originally derived, and which it ought to ex- 
ercise only for the furtherance of that object. I would 
ask whether any Parliament, however constituted, even 
with that perfect system of representation which does 
not now exist, can have the right to. plunder one por- 
tion of the community for the profit of the other? If 
it have not that right, and if it should assume and ex- 
ercise a power which does not lawfully belong to it, I 
would then ask your Lordships, what are the rights 
which in such a case would belong to an oppressed and 
injured people? To prevent such injustice, to avert 
those calamities, which, if continued, may terminate in 
convulsion, this House has the remedy in its.own hands. 
Let it act upon true constitutional principles, and ac- 
cording to the practices of antient times, in refusing any 
supplies until those grievances are redressed; which are 
now become intolerable, and which would have appear- 
ed incredible to our ancestors, as they will, I trust, ap- 


. pear also to our descendants. The argument in favour 
Of Parliamentary Reform, has become unanswerable, 


and may prove to be irresistible.”” So far, my lord, you 


might be a consistent advocate for Radical. Reform ; but 
we find a different shade in what thus follows:—< To 
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Parliamentary Reform, if conducted upon proper prin- 
ciples, I am a zealous friend, but the mode of executing 
that object is not of less importance than the object 
itself; and while, on the one hand, I deprecate those 


- Inept and inefficient plans of reform, which seem to 


4 é 


have in view only the abolition of close boroughs, I 
should, on the other hand, condemn still more strongly 
that mischievous project of Universal Suffrage, which 
WOULD give the whole weight to numbers, and WOULD 
deprive property of its just'and salutary influence, and 
even of its necessary protection.” I must here again 
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v@eak ui Upon my quotation us the way. of remonstranice 
in the first place, alow me, in your ows words, to say. 
— | would wish you to use arguments instead of abuse : 
and, in the next place, that this point of “ proper princi- 
ples,’ may. be soon settled. Fhe constitutional Refor- 
mers think they have, in their well-known, four -proposi- 
tions, respecting. Universal Suffrage,—Equal Represen- 
tation,—Annual Parliaments,—and Election by; Ballot;— 
laid down the “ proper principles,’”’ and all the principles, 
requisite to the reform they seek. ! 
Fhoge pracipies etther arg founded on truth and justice, 
and are therefore “ proper;’ or they are not so founded, 
but assumed contrary to truth and justice, But,’ in the 
persuasion the appeal, was to human reason, those prinei- 
ples have been repeatedly,. frequently, over and , ever 
ayain, demonstrated ; wh: creiore, uatil-« divine revelation 
can be produced, for convincing us that human reason 2is 
neither guide nor criterion, the » Reformers will continue to 
think their four prepositions stand ona rock, as firm as the 
throne of reason’s almighty author. -And those Reformers 
will naturally-eall.on your Lordship, ‘to. produce the 
commission Wheretpon you have taken on yourself the 
character. of, a prophet, in: saying, tliat “ universal suf- 
rage WOUL = Brodaee evil instead of geod; an -error 
of which, before I conclude, i niay perhaps convince you. 
Having thus remonatrated, i now return to the quotatiéu 
from .your: parliamentary atgument. “ Bat, ‘my: Lords, 
“af the.grievanees which we now suffer sheuld. not “a 
redressed, a convulsi ston may ensue, whith may ren 
it impracticable to effect a reform of Parliament with 
due deliberatidn: ‘What, if a hurricane should arise, 
which might shake the empire to its basis, and-endanger 
all the existing: establishments, both in church and state, 
a reform of Parliament mizht arrive too late! -The 
constant object of my zealous, but, alas! ineffectual ex- 
érlions, ‘has. been to sceure the’ public tranquillity, to 
promote, as far as possible to perpetuate, the ‘public 
prosperity. if Ll were so selfish, which happily | am not, 
to wish that the separate interes:s ef any class of the 
‘community should be pursued at the expense of the 
others, I would entreat Ministers to persevere: inthe 
‘course which they have adopted, to shut their eyes and 
ears to the complaints of the people, and to continue 
the present currency, and all the taxes and payments 
“ which now exist; for | am thoroughly convinced that 
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“a relief such as they never asked, such even as they 
« never desired, by the total annihilation and extinction 
‘« of the national debt.” , 

A logician’ qualified 'to advance by induction from par- 
ticulars to generalities, and whose investigating powers 
are’ so well seconded by an honest disposition to vindicate 
the best interests of humanity, will not rest satisfied with 
echoing any dogma of erring pride, nor with’ merely re- 
peating’ an opinion, without knowing it to be founded on 
undeniable truth. But here, my Lord,’ while intent on 
one subject, you have on another (incidentally introduced), 
inadvertently echoed an erroneous dogma, and. repeated 
an opinion, which, ‘as often as it hath been advanced, has 
been proved contrary to the law of our common nature, 
given by our Creator, and conséquently a fallacy. 

Observe, my Lord, that what you say against “ univer- 
sal suffrage,” is a mere tpse dixtt, an assertion: unsuppor- 
ted by a shadow of argument, drawn either fromreason 
or experience ; but is altogether of a prophetic cast. But 
on what grouud, I ask, is any man authorised roundly to 
assert, boldly to foretel, that universal 'suffrage ' WouLpD 
‘give the whole weight to numbers, and WOULD deprive 
“‘ property of its just and salutary influence;’ and even of 
“its necessary protection ?” Fay . 

On such occasions it is usual to quote history for what 
has been ; and thence to infer, that like causes'“*wouLD” 
produce like effects. But history, from first: to last, denies 
‘you any such advantage, it affords not any such proof. 
Then reduced to argue—if to argument be the resort— 
are we notcompelled to have recourse to the law of man’s 
nature ? But, my Lord, instead of taking your stand on 
this ground, you unhappily resort—inadvertently I trust— 
to sheer “ abuse ;”’ rashly stigmatizing universal suffrage 
as a “ mischievous project.” How then can I better ex- 
postulate with you than, as I have done, in your own 
words, delivered in the House of Lords, the Ist of this 
month, when you presented the petition of my friend 
W. A. Thomson? Let me, therefore, repeat, that “ | 
‘‘ would wish you to use argument instead of abuse.” 

Hath any one yet invalidated the reasoning in the pre- 
‘amble to the Duke of Richmond’s Bill, in 1780,' for un!- 
versal suffrage and annual parliaments ; orin his celebrated 
letter to Colonel Sharman, in August, 1783 ? » Hath any 
logician refuted the logic in the same ‘cause of Jeremy 
Bentham, in his work on Parliamentary Reform, published 
in 1817? Not to add the. great name of Sir William 
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Jones, uer to enumerate more -high authorities, let it be 
asked if any: opponent on the. question of suffrage hath 
ever triumphed over the present hymble writer ;, particu- 
larly im-his letters to,the Duke of Bedford, and a reverend 
Divine, in 1818, wherein he disputed the j ustness, as, well 
as the wisdom of ptophecying “ mischief,” fram what js 
derived from the jnfinite goodness and wisdom of God ? 
No such.champien, my Lord, hath yet appeared. 

From a bopk, recently published, aaa me. to make a 
quotation, and if-yqu have arguments in reserye that will 
support your ¢pse dixil, to solicit their production, “ Ex- 
clusion from suffrage, although not. visible on a man’s 
person, is as truly a SLAVE MARK as the brand on a negro, 
or as What was threatened by Nahash, the Philistine, to 
the people of Jabash Gilead, namely, ‘to thrustout all their 
tight eyes, asa reproach upon Israel.’ for slavery is,sta- 
very, whether the slave mark or the chain be visible or 
veiled! 1? 

“ Freedom having been made man’s inheritance when 
‘God gaye him reason, for discerning good from evil, and 
free-will te,choose; therefore to brand a human heing 
with a, elave-mark, were not only tyranny.to man,. but 
offensive to God. | 

‘‘ Equal liberty being God’s eternal law, where equal 
liberty all enjoy, then order, justice, and security bear 
their proper fruit, tranquillity, content, and virtue. But 
when presumptuous man, claiming to be wiser than God, 
violates thes Jaw, then all is reversed ; tyranny generates 
disorder; pillage begets poverty, and violence becomes 
the prolific. parent of vice. 

“ Suffrage being the means of political self>preserva- 
tion, if the poor were not equally entitled to it, with the 
rich, then Christianity would not be entitled to regard ; 
since Christ laid its very foundation in the perfect equality 
cohmoay the rich and the poor in the eyes of their Crea- 

or +B] 

I have now, my Lerd, to show, that what history de- 
mies to the adversaries of universal freedom, it, in a re- 
markable manner, and a most extraordinary event, brings 
to the aid of its advocates, How many ipse dixits; how 
many prophesies, how many petulant predictions, have we 
had, of the unspeakable evils, of the bloody horrors, that 
‘of a certainty “ wouLp” follow a universal emancipation 
‘of negro slaves on a West India island? How repeatedly, 
again and again, has it been boldly asserted, that hegro 





* The English Constitution Produced and Itustr ated, p. 124 
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freedom in any such island, ‘‘ would” as a necessary con- 
sequence prove destructive of all “ property,” and cause 
even a total massacre of its former white possessors !— 
But what says History? What is the evidence of expe- 
rience, and on ascale of magnificent magnitude, as well as 
of more than 30 years uniform continuance ? 

My authority-is an article in “ The Inquirer,” for April, 
1823; being a Review of “‘ Thoughts on the necessity of 
“ ameliorating the condition of NEGRO slaves in the Bri- 
“ tish colonies and elsewhere; with a view ultimately to 
“ their emancipation.”’ And as reference can easily be had 
to that work, my quotations shall be few and short, al- 
though the work is copious, and affords numerous pas- 
sages in support of my argument. 

After noticing the several decrees of the assemblies, 
legislative and conventional, in the early ages of the 
French Revolution ; as well as the civil war which those 
decrees produced between the whites and the men of co- 
lour, who were both of them proprietors of plantations 
in St. Domingo; and remarking likewise on the ‘procla- 
mations of the commissioners, Santhonax and Polverel, 
for putting a stop to the bloody conflicts between the said 
proprietors, it brings to view the conduct of the St. Do- 
mingo Negroes; who, in the event, as a result of mere 
policy on the part of the said commissioners, ultimately 
became completely emancipated; which negroes, yet, in 
no one instance followed the example of their former 
masters, by violating either social order, property or life ; 
but on thecontrary, notwithstanding all the wrongs they 
could not but remember, receiving freedom as the great- 
est of all blessings; it appears that, at the very planta- 
tions whereon, under the torture of the driver's whip, they 
had till then worked as dejected slaves, they now continue 
to carry on the cultivation as willing and cheerful labour- 
ers to their former tyrants; in undeviating quietness and 
perfect obedience to the laws. | 

This is the answer, the glorious answer, vindicating 
the Providence of God, and the nature of his moral and 
rational creature, man; which, in the case of several hun- 
dred thousand NEGROES, suddenly emancipated, history and 
experience gives to the short sighted and false prophets, 
who in their shallow libels on God’s law and man’s dispo- 
sition, have perpetually predicted a wmiversal massacre of 
the whites from an emancipation of the blacks!!! Under 
other circumstances, how often hath desperation produced 
among NEGROES, conspiracies and insurrections, murders 
and executions! For surely, it is unrelenting oppressie!, 
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not humanity and benefits; it is cruelty and insult, not 
sympathy and benevolence ; which prompt remorseless 
vengeance? But an oppressed and degraded race, once 
freed from the brutalizing lash, and raised to the dignity 
of freedom, their past despair is lost in present transport, 
and all their vengeful feelings are absorbed in gratitude 
and joy ! : 

This uniform prediction, on the part of men who are 
not studious of the moral law of nature, of an indubitable 
explosion from the ardent spirit of NEGROES, let loose 
by emancipation, brings to my mind that dread, on the 
part of even philosophic men, which has hitherto induced 
our proprietors of steam yachts to impel those vessels by 
low pressure engines, although of only half the power to 
those of the high pressure, which last they considered as 
liable to destructive explosion. 

By a deeper insight into the physical law of nature, 
Mr. Perkins has proved, that his steam-engine with 
sixteen times the power of that of the high pressure, is 
not liable to any explosion at all! Ought not this fact to 
teach a little modesty to those who are in dread of “ mis- 
chief’ from the expansive powers of the unshackled human 
mind ;—powers resulting from the moral law of nature, 
emanating from God, who, having made nought in vain, 
hath established by an eternal decree, that, where human 
society shall be most free, there shall ever be found the 
greatest good ; for, as seen in the case of Mr. Perkins, 
true knowledge brings with it the powers of regulation, 
and the means of safety. 

But it is time I produced my St. Domingo facts, in proof 
that.in NeGro freedom there was no danger to property, 
nor even to the persons of their former cruel lords and 
masters ; whose own rank. pride and abundant vices ne- 
vertheless became in the end their own punishment. With 
them, therefore, | will begin, p. 193. In March, 1790, 
the legislature of France passed a certain deeree, respect- 
ing the proprietors in St. Domingo, which “ gave rise to 
“ animosities between them, and these animosities aug- 
‘“ mented by political party spirit, according as they were 
“ royalists, or partizans of the French Revolution, so that 
‘ disturbances took place, and blood was shed.’’ 

When it was afterwards decreed, “ that the people of 
“colour in all the French islands were entitled to the 
“ rights of citizenship, provided they were born of free 
‘‘ parents on both sides,’’ this decree ‘‘ produced an indig- 
‘nation almost amounting to phrenzy among the whites 
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“ They directly trampled underfoot the national cockade ;” 
&e. “ After this the two parties armed against each 
‘other. Even camps began to be formed. Horrible 
‘* massacres and conflagrations followed ;”. &c. 

194. The former decree being rescinded, this “ occa- 
“Sioned as much uritation among the people of colour, 
“as its passing had done among the whites, and hosti- 
‘ lities were renewed between them, so that new battles, 
‘* ‘massacres, and burnings took place.”’ . 

By a new Wecree in April, 1791, freedom was again 
conferred on the people of colout ; when also Santhonax, 
Polverel, and another were sent to St. Domingo as com- 
inissioners to enforce the last decree, and. keep the peace, 
to which end they were provided “ with a large body of 
troops.”’ But in’ conseqnenee of difficulties which the com- 
missioners experienced from -the aforesaid civil war be- 
tween the whites and people of colour, the proprietors of 
all the plantations, “ they issued a proclamation giving 
“ ‘freedom to all the BLACKS who were willing to range 
‘themselves. under the banner of the Republic. This 
‘“ was the first proclamation: made by public authority, 
‘* for emancipating. slaves in St. Domingo.” a 

195. Santhonax remaining in the north, Polverel went 
to the south of the ‘island, where seeing the impressions 
made on the minds of the slaves in: these parts, he was 
convinced, that an emancipation ‘of the BL a‘cKs was abso- 
hutely necessary for the personal safety of the’ white plant- 
ers ; he was convinced that the emancipation could neither 
be stopped nor retarded ; wherefore, without furtherdélay, 
he in September, 1793, drew upa proclamation: to ‘that 
effect, and ‘put it into circalation. In‘February, 1794, 
France passed a decree which “ completed the emancipa- 
tion of the whole slave poptilation of St. Domingo.” ° 

196. “ After Polverel’s proclamation,” ‘says ‘Colonel 
Malenfaut, (an eye witness who became an historian of 
the events) “the NEGROES remained quiet both in the 
‘south and in the west, and they continued'to work upon 
‘ all the plantations.” Inthe ‘confusion of the'times on 
‘« some pl: ntations there were no'proprietors to be found, 
“ —yet upon these estates, though abandoned, the NE- 
“ GROES continued their labours, Where there ‘were ‘any, 
“ even inferior agents, to guide them’;’—and upon “ all 
‘ the plantations where the whites resided, the BLACKS 
‘* continued to labour as quietly as before.” 

“ If,” says the Colonel, “ you will take care not tospeak 
‘* #0 them of their return to slavery, but talk to them 











THE BLACK DWARF. 739 


« about their liberty, you may with this word chain them 
« down to their labour.” 

197. “ We find that the liberated NEGROES both in 
«“ the south and inthe west, continued to work upon 
‘ their old plantations, and for their old masters ; that 
“ there was alsoa spirit of industry among them ; and 
“ that they gave no uneasiness to their employers ; for 
“ they are described as continuing to work as quietly 
“ ds before.”’ 

199. General Vincent (now in advanced age resid- 
ing at Paris) having been a proprietor in St. Domingo, was 
sent to France in 1801, to lay before the government the 
new constitution of that island, prepared by Toussaint 5 
where finding “‘ to his inexpressible surprise and grief, 
“that Buonaparte was preparing an immense armament for 
“ restoring slavery in St. Domingo,’’ he remonstrated 
with the First Consul against the expedition, alleg- 
“ ing that every thing was going on well. The pro- 
“ prietors were in peaceable possession of their estates, 
“ cultivation was making a rapid progress; the BLACKS: 
“ were industrious and beyond example happy. He con- 
« jured him, therefore, in the name of humanity, not to 
“ reverse this beautiful state of things ;” but, for his re- 
ward was banished to the Isle of Elba. 


“ We have now carried our examination into the con- 
“ duct of the Necross after their liberation to 1802, or 
“* to the invasion of the island by Le Clere ; we must now 
“ leave a lapse of nearly two years. It cannot be ex- 
“ pected during a war, in which every man was called to 
“ arms, to defend his own personal liberty, and that of 
“ every individual of his family, that we should see plan- 
“ tations cultivated as quietly as before, oreven cultivated 
“at all. But this cannot be the fault of the emancipated 
““ NEGROES, but of their former masters. It was owing 
“ to the prejudices of the latter, that this frightful inva- 
“* sion took place.” 

200. “« The hellish expedition at length arrived at St. 
“ Domingo.” This was at the instigation of whites, who 
“ could not brook the loss.of their whips ;”” who had been 
accustomed to look down upon the BLACKS as an inferior 
Tace of beings, or as the reptiles of the earth ; and could 
not bear, peaceably as these had conducted themselves, 
40 come. into that familar contact with them as free la- 
bourers ; and who by false representations to Buonaparte 
and promises of pecuniary support, endéavouted to réstore 
things to their former state 
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Asa providential recompence for his iniquity, they afte: 
such ‘ a scene of blood as history had never before dis 

‘““ closed, after tearing to pieces NEGROES alive by blood 
hounds ; suffocating them by hundreds at a time in the 
‘ holds of ships: or of drowning whole cargoes, by scut- 
‘“ tling and sinking the vessels ; these planters were In 
“© the end drove from the island : then it was, but not till 
‘* then, that they lest: their all.” 

202. “ Let us remember, that the number of slaves 
‘liberated’ by the French decrees in St. Domingo was 
‘* very little short of 500,000 persons ;’’—that all these 
‘slaves were made free at once, or ina single day. No 
*“ notice was given of the event, and of course no prepa- 

‘ration could be made forit. They were released sud- 
“dently from all their former obligations and_ restraints. 
They were let loose upon the whites, their masters. 
«with all the vices of slavery upon them.” , 

-“ Can we. forget the unfavourable circumstances in 
“which the slaves of St. Domingo were placed, fora a year 
“ or two before their liberation 2? The island was a prey 
‘0 political discord, civil war, and foreign invasion at 
‘“the same time. Their masters were politically at vari- 
‘ance with each other, as they were whiie or coloured 
persons, republicans, or royalists. They were quarreling 
‘and fighting, and shedding each other’s blood. ‘The En- 
‘‘ glish, who were in possession of the strong maritime 
posts, were alarming the country by their incursions ; 
they, the slaves, had been trained up to the same poli- 
‘ tical animosities. They had been made to take the side 
‘of their respective masters, and to pase through scenes 
‘(of violence and bloodshed ;” and yet, after all this, 
when: emancipated, and ‘ suddenly,’ as we have seen, 
their conduct was uniformly imeffensive, peaceable, and 
obedient to the laws! This happy result in St. Domingo 
we find also in Columbia ;.as appears from the account 0} 
a gentleman of high consideration, just arrived from thence 
itt London; the emancipated slaves, he reports, ‘ were 
“ steady and industrious, and that they had coudueted 
“ themselves well without a single exception ! 1!’ 

Such is the answer of history and experience to. the 
rash predictions of prejudiced false prophets, Well, my 
Lord, after such results from the conferring of universal 
freedom on enslaved NEGROES, developing by facts and 
experience a eh and heavenly principle inhuman nature, 
formed to freedom by an eternal law ofan Almighty Cre- 
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LO} ot infinite wisdorh and goodness,—a principle in- 
siinctiveiy disposing frae men, to social order and the 
pen good: you will not, | am confident, continue. to 

hink the universal freedom of ENGLISHMEN, to be insu- 
ed and eviden ced Nye universal suffrage—a ‘ mischievous 
project ;” you will not place ENGLISHMEN, who, whether 
rich or poor, lords or labourers, are equally objects of our 
iaws’ protection. lower in. the seale of intellect and hu- 
rannity, of civilizatica and morality, than degraded West 
tndia NEGROES! : 

Review, | beseech you, your own picture of our coun- 
try’s condition ; reilk ct on the immensely complicated and 
potent machinery whereby the nation is enslaved, pillaged, 
and degraded, by an oligarchy. of usurping borough- 
mongers 3 ruminate on the almost infinite rammifications 
of the subtiie corraptions that uphold their. detested ty- 
ranny; and then say, whether any power short of that 
of the united people, universally interested in claiming 
and demanding the rights of free men, can, in the nature 
of things, prove competent to effect the national salvation ' 
In short, forget not the individual “ prejudeces” of but too 
miny in vall the classes above that of those who daily 
labour for. daily bread, who oppose themselves to: the 
rights of the poor ; “ prejudices” which brought the for- 
mer proprietors of St. Domingo to utter ruin; and which 
if in England they yield not to justice and a regard for uni- 
versal freedom, may ere long terminate in the « convul- 
sion” you wish to, avert! “ prejudices: which,: although, 
amoug the borough-mongers . © ‘amounting . almost | to 
phrensy.” other Englishmen ought to be ashamed of! 

| have the honour, 
with much respect,, 
of subscribing myself 
your friend and sé rvaut, 


JOHN CARTWRIGHT 


emir we 


THE CHU RCH IN DANGER. a 
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The shepherd’s boy called “ wolf’’ so frequeatly when 





—— 


tio wolf was near, that when the wolf came indeed, no- 
body he ded him. Some of the “ ereat boobies” of the 
Numerous proxeny of “ Mother Church,” are in the same 
predicament. They have bawled out’ “ the Church is 


‘in danger,’ so repeatedly. when no danger threatened 
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it, (at least from the source to which they pointed,) that 
now there ts danger, no one minds their outcry. The 
Church, however, 2s in danger ; and if the good old lady: 
of the establishment be not entirely in her dotage, she 
will exert herself to get. hold of the birch, and whip some 
of her mischievous children until they learn a little or- 
dinary prudence. He is but a silly knave, who helps his 
pursuers to discover him, by his own folly. ‘Yet of this 
simplicity, many “ pillars of the church” are guilty ; and 
under pretence of defending the superstructure, they are 
undermining the foundations. 

We have exposed many of these beings in the course of 
our labours; but we thank heaven that many of them are 
sparing us a great deal of trouble, by exposing themselves. 
This is friendly of them. The world might have hesita- 
ted to take.our likenesses upon trust, as we were com- 
pelled to make many look as monstrous as they were ;, but 
when they draw their own pictures, there can -be no 
apprehension that they make themselves appear worse 
than they really are. 

One of these self-daubers is the rector of the parish in 
which Sir C. Wolseley’s estates are situated :—the same 
kind-hearted gentleman, who insists that the calves ought 
to starve every tenth day, for the love of God, and the 
profit of the priest—the same gentleman who takes the 
tithe of the hay, and then the tithe of the milk pro- 
duced by the remaining nine-tenths; and the tithe of the 
calyes,-and the tithe of the pigs, and the tithe of any 
thing he can lay his hands upon. Angry at the exposure 
of his conduct, by the petition of Sir Charles to the 
House of Commons, he wrote a letter to the John Bull, 
{a very appropriate clerical medium, and which has more 
clerical, than any other description of patrons of its,im- 
pudent falsehood, and colourless calumnies.) In this letter, 
the accuses Sir Charles of, some misrepresentations; and 
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that in terms which are too common with “ the cloth,’’ 
when ‘* wnseasonably dusted.’? This has produced the 
following answer from Sir Charles ; with a promise of a 
further exposure of the imbecility and malevelence of this 
elerical plunderer of the wretched calves of Stafford- 
shire. 

The best advice one eould give such men wonld: be to 
be quiet, and to take what they could get; without rune: 
ning the hazard of losing all they have, in an attempt to. 
enforce the payment of what they are neither entitled to 
in point of law, nor deserve in point of equity, : on ac- 
count of ‘services to society. The means of holding a re- 
spectable rank 3s their: due, as an order of men recognized 
by ‘the laws, and intended to -be useful m society ;—but 
beyond this, they: have no.claims, no:right; and when 
they: forget the business of teaching their flecks, an order: 
to shear them to the quick, they eannot be too severely: 
dealt: with, by the (riends.of justice and morality. - 


To the Editor of the Latchfield Mercury. 

“Oh! that mine-enemy would write a book.” 

Sir,— Wilful misrepresentations ! aspersions ! :calem~ 
nies"! vilify’’ these are “ hard words” ‘indeed, ‘Sir;-and 
not very becoming the pen of an “ established teacher of 
religion!’ A “wilful misrepresentation” is neither more: 
nor-less than a wilful falsehood: I flatter myself that 
whenever may make a misrepresentation, I have’ suffi-’ 
cient of the honest man and gentleman in me, to correet my 
assertion’; but to be told I 4ell a wilful untruth, -3s to‘be 
‘“Opthified and aspersed”’ with a vengeanee! and: 7 think 
thatif I have done the same by the vicar, he is) to say 
the Teast, upon even terms with'me. As itis my intention 
to'treat his letter (which f first'saw im the “ John. Bull,” 
of Clerical Gazette! and handed to me‘by one of the “ sa- 
cred order!”—how came the Vicar to have 4 correspon- 
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dence with so reputable a publication / it does him much 
honour!) in a manner such a letter requires, I shall pro- 
ceed, with all ‘that coolness and, I trust, language, be- 
coming one who would avoid the errors of his antagonist. 
Should I indulge a little in the sarcastic he must excuse 
me. 

[ am not aware that I ever “ vilified’ or “ aspersed’’ 
any one; unless to complain of my Vicar exacting, what 
i conceive, too great a composition for his tythes, is so 
doing. Then I have sinned indeed, against my “ esta- 
blished teacher of religion,’ and against the Church, and 
I humbly ‘beg “ absolution,” which you know, sir, “ they 
have the power to grant \’’ I hope also for the sake of 
my character as a gentleman, I have never “ misrepresent- 
ed’’ any body, or any thing ; I am certain if I have done 
so by the Vicar I will purchase his forgiveness, so much 
do.I value it! by all the “ calves’ ” heads of the estate. 
J flatter myself, that before I have finished this letter, I 
shall convince both you and the public, I have not only 
not “ wilfully misrepresented,’ but that I have not even 
perverted one individual fact ; and will leave you to judge 
who is the assertor of “ wilful falsehoods |” 

Now for plain matter of fact; and I shall sum up with 
an anecdote, which, I should imagine, will make the 
Vicar repent of having “ written a” letter. 

You will, sir, be surprised that notice to pay all tithes 
mm kind, came originally from the Vicar!! to myself and 
almost all my tenants! (one of which [ will leave at 
your Office for public inspection), and that for these three 
years he has absolutely refused to receive part of the said 
tithes, except in kind! Would you believe this, sir? in 
the.teeth of the last paragraph of his letter, where he 
states, that these unpleasant proceedings have “ origina- 
ted,”’ and are continued by MYSELF ALONE!! particularly 
as I proposed to him, or to his attorney, about a month 
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ago, to compromise the matter, if he would make an al- 
jowance to the tenants of eight or ten per cent!! while 


landlords were allowing, owing to the badness of times 


g, 
from 20 to 30 per cent!! Can you, I repeat, sir, credit 
this, of one “ of the sacred order?” His original notices 
were hanging over my head, which shall be seen by.the 
peculiar mode of giving his receipts to the tenants, for 
what he did receive ; therefore, at Michaelmas last, he 
was served by me; and my tenants with notices, in order 
in the first place, to make him"come to the point ; and in 
the second, to oblige him either to lower his compositions 
in proportion to the fall of produce, or to receive his tithes 
in kind ; most certainly not for the reasons he has thought 
proper to lay to my charge. I must have had a <éalf’s 
head on my shoulders, could such thoughts ever have 


entered my brain; for any “ jolterhead’’ the most ‘calfish, 


except as it appears the Vicar of Colwich, must have been 
aware of the error of the “ radical press,’’ as’ he pleases 
to term it. But-when [ inform the public, that luckily they 
may judge for themselves, by turning to this radical 
pamphlet, “on the wealth of the Church,” so many 
hundreds of which -I sent round the country, that the er- 


ror was corrected in my own hand before I issued it ; and 
I think I could venture to assert that the’one I sent to the 


Vicar himself was so corrected! and if so, what are we 
to say, and think, of this «mmaculate of the “sacred or- 
der?’ !!! “ Nosir,”’ says he, “ the truth is that she 
‘* completely outwitted himself, he thought and hoped 
‘‘ that he could deprive me of. the tithes altogether.”’ 
Ha, ha, ha! “ His understanding was bewildered by the 
“‘ sophisteries of the publication which issued Jast- year 
‘* from the radical press, and he brought himself. to be- 
“« lieve what he anxiously wi:hed,’”’ (Ha, ha, ha!) “ that 
where there is no profit, there “ can be no liability to the 
payment of rirHEs’!!! Ha, ha, ha! Why really, sir, | 
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feel almost ashamed to proceed. in refuting sueh unparal- 
jeled absurdity! The very “ calves of. the. Wolseley 
estate,” will bleat out their contempt for the. head -piece, 
if it is to be. called such, of any one who.could assert it. 
«¢ WHERE. THERE i® NO PRUFIT?’ (as Mr. Justice Hol- 
royd laid it down) ‘‘ there CAN BE NO LIABILTY TO PAY 
Poors RATE! There, “ bewtldered”’ sir, learn your A. 
B. C. before you take up your pen “ to write a book !!’’ 

The public is to. know.that the Vicar, notwithstanding 
he raised his living three tumes higher than the late incum- 
bent received, has never been rated to the poor! but for 
his house.and glebe, and I believe his hay tithe; and 
when they recollect it was raised in 1808, the period when 


sworn was at almost the highest, they will.call to mind, the 


unparalleled distress amongst the classes of the poor, and 
how the poors’ rate were augmented in consequence ; and 


that three months ago, when it was a question of rating 
‘the Vicar, he refused to be rated, and even talked lew! 


upon the question, and denied the right of: the parish so 
todo! Yes, and could find two or three jolterheads in 
the vestry,‘ and two-er three enly,’ with Mr. Cuetwynd’s 
edition of Burn in theit hands, absolutely to argue the 
point! and at last obliged me to insist ona new rate, which 
as now settling; when you know all this, will yeu not be 
surprised at the curious doctrine laid down by our mode- 
gate Vicar, that because my late father raised his rent twice 
between 1808 and 1814, that his moderate compositions 
were not to be lowered in one thousand eight hundred and 
dwenty-two and twenty-three! That my father did do so 
may be true, but what was that to me, or to the question ? 
All that I can say for myself is, that I have had the estate 
five years ; and what was the very first act I did, before 
Lreceived one half year’s rent ? I began by lowering! and 
have so continued to.do up to the present moment! and 
dverily believe I was the :first landlord in the county te 
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set the example, atid have now lowered from twenty to 
thirty-five per cent. 1 may say to the Vicar, “ go thou 
and do likewise :” so having begun with one text, and 
ended with another, I shall finish my letter in the next 
week, when I shall be returned into Staffordshire, and 
with the documents I shall then only be in possession of, 
shall attempt to prove, all my other assertions in spirit at 
least, if notin letter, as 1 have those already treated on ; 
and in reminding you of the anecdote which is to be forth- 
coming, and which will be unique in its way. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


C. WOLSELEY. 
Waltons, Essex, May 15. 








THE KING AND HIS MINISTERS—THE GREN- 


“VILLES AND THE ORANGEMEN —THE EN- 
GLISH AND SCOTCH REFORMERS—AND THE 
IRISH CATHOLICS. 


About that eventful period of England’s history, when 
a dark and foul conspiracy was laid against the honour and 
character of a defenceless female;—a conspiracy in its 
mischievous intentions unequalled in the annals of En- 
gland’s History, if we except the one got up by Mr. Pitt 
against the rising liberties of Europe, at the commence- 
ment of the French revolution—when we reflect who this 
female was, having, as she had, a strong presumptive 
claim on the throne, independent of being Queen-Consort— 
when England, in a voice not to be misunderstood, de- 
elared her not guilty— when Scotland re-echoed her 
innocence—and when the Prime Minister of England, 
notwithstanding a majority of 7 at his back, came for- 
ward and reluctantly bowed to public opinion, and gave 
up the prosecution—it was about that period that the 
Ministers of George the Fourth advised him to go and 
form the head of a recruiting party in Ireland. One of 
his Ministers (now no more) well knew that though Ire- 
land strongly participated in the general opinion of the 
innoeence of the Queen, and notwithstanding the centu- 











































of persecutions with which it was hillicied, yct it wa. 
its national characteristic disposition to blot from the 
‘tablet of itS injuries a thous and wrongs, upon receiving 
one solitary aet of kindness. -- Before however one party 
reached iis shores, tho news atrived that the hand of fate 
achieved what the Ministers of England dare not attempt. 
“But, the expedition being undertaken, and expectation being 
raised to its highest.pitch, to recede was out of the ques- 
tion ; ene a visit tc Ireland, a land of lamentation and 
woe, Was appropriate for the mournfil oceasion..-Of the 
oar reception there, we will not say a word ; but of the 
Royal words, or the words put into the Royal meuth, and 
conveyed to that people, we take leave to offer a few re- 
marks. Our general readers are by this time well aware of 
what materials the Ora 1zemen of Ireland are composed : 
every day since, nay every hour, is developing their real 
character more ‘clearly—and, for any ruler to hold them 
firmiy attached to his person, he must abandon truth and 
justice altogether. Look to the facts: the Kine: said, that 
‘all causes of irritation should cease.’’ To this declara- 
tion, what ws the Orangeman’s reply ¢. Why, an insult, — 
-alid ‘from .whom ! 1<the ‘Chief ‘Police. Ma -istrate! The 
Orangemen caiculated that t! ie words either r wanted power 
to enforce them, or sincerity in their application. The 
Catholic and the liberal Protestant firmly believed in their 
1 aIngeTHEY, and -naiurally looked for their fulfilment.— 
The king. stood pledg: Brags people stood confiding— 
here was “the dilemma, .and to g “ct ontof this, and to held 
both parties .on hand; or, as. a ilirting coquette would 
say of her r sweethearts, to « keep two strings. to her bow,’ 
—it became nee essary to call in ihe Grenvilles: or, in 
other-words, the handicap club. ‘“ Take away, Lord 
‘Talbot,’ says one, “.to please the Catholics.” “ Granted : 
but I neust remove the honestest man ever sent to Ireland 
in the person of Mr. Grant, to please the Orangemen.” 
‘Remoye Mr. Saurin, Tig he has strong party 
feviing.” “ Granted : but his place must be supplic d by 
Mr. Plunkett, who never had feeling for any. party, or 
any man, except himself.’ “ We ‘will send Lord Wel- 
lesley to. please the Catholies.” . “ Granted: but Mr. 
Goulburn must also go, to please the Orangemen.”’ Now 
in Ireland this is no novelty.. Nay, it is almost prov erbial, 
that over.a boitie commences a battle ; and between the 
Marquis Wellesley and the rattle—the Orangemen and 
their - bettle—the battle commenced :—and, as_ public 
journalists, who should assume the title of umpires in this 
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contest, We will take special care that fair play shall be 
had.—Crossing is now out of the question—eternal thanks 
and gratitude to Sir Francis Burdett for that—Mr. Piun- 
kett would have made a drawn fight of it—Mr. Canning 
would have truckled to the Orangemen, though he would 
not truckle to Lord Folkestone. Mr. Peel vot alarmed for 
fear of offending his pet child, his Tony Lumpkin, his 
darling, but incorrigible boy, who he now dreads, (or is 
at least unwillin 2) to correct. But the manly and inde- 
pendent part taken by Sir Francis Burdett threw both 
parties on their metal—they were obliged to enter the 
ring. 

It is now time to inguire into the cause of the battle ? 
The answer is short—SHERIFF THORPE OF DUBLIN 
PACKED A JURY!!! Some foolish Irishman in the cor- 
ner exclaims, “ Lord a’mercy! is that all? pack a jury 
indeed! and who did he offend by that ?” Why he of- 
fended the virgin purity of the Government—“ O, you 
joke, for I perfectly recollect the Government interfering 
with the Sheriffs to have juries packed for themselves ; 
and surely they could not punish Sheriff Thorpe for fol- 
lowing the example they set; that would be the height 
of cruelty.”’—Yes, but in this case they were immediately 
interested.—* And what case of any consequence do they 
not interest. themselves in? How did they interfere on 
the trials of Doctor Sheridan and Mr. Kirwan.—Mr. She- 
ridan was acquitted, and Mr. Kirwan was found guilty, 
and both were tried for the same offence, with this diffe- 
rence, that Mr. Saurin, by a construction of logic, exclu- 
sively his own, attempted to prove that ‘ pretence’ meant 
‘purpose.’ Do you recollect that when Sheriff Harty 
returned, in November, 1811, a pannel, becoming 
himself, of real independent Protestants, the Govern 
ment challenged ten or fifteen of the first charac- 
ters in Dublin; and do youn also recollect the term 
after, when Sir John Kingston James returned his 
pannel, that Mr. O’Connell, in the Court of King’s 
Bench, challenged the array, and offered to prove that the 
pannel came that morning from the Castle.—Sir Charles 
Saxton, who was then under Secretary of State, and who 
was in the Court listening, held down his head, and 
sneaked away.—Besides, the Government had no right to 
fall out with the Corporation of Dublin, and the Orange- 
men—They were the immediate agents of the Govern- 
ment, in packing Juries—in cetting up plots, and in the 
committing of a mean political ‘nets. which men hav- 
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ing any pretensions to even the semblance of characte 
would despise.” True, but the Government paid them 
well for it; besides having the tolls and customs, the 
metal main onl pipe water, the salaried commissioners of 
different public boards, and the half of the police establish- 
ment in their hands, they suffered them to levy upon the 
citizens of Dublin, in the shape of a grand jury cess 
£27,515 per year, and to divide it amongst themselves as 
they thought fit; and you may rely that the Government : 
will severely punish any sheriff who refuses to do what they : 
point out; and although the cause ma y be as different as 

light from darkness. See how they treated Sir J. Riddall, 

who, on his cath, (how we smiled on hearing Mr. Peet 

feel for the conscrentiousness of an oath) thought proper 

to comply with the legal and constitutional demands of 9.- 

10ths of his fellow-citizens. Sir J. was then a trader; the 
Government were ashamed to doany thing openly, and em- 

ployed that old rag Lady (the Bank of Ireland) i in College 

Green, who soon run him down. How was Sir James 
rewarded ? The people were too poor to make a banker 

of him; but the Government and their agents were strong 

and wicked enough to make him a bankrupt. Was his 

brother sheriff, Sir Edward Stanley, who. refused to call 

the mecting, was he also made a bankrupt’—No! he was 
cherished, protected, and advanced to the station of De- 

puty Barrack Master of Dublin. We again recommend 

the people to have a strict eye on the present inquiry, and 

shall reserve onrselves for another opportunity. 

SARSFIELD. 
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To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 





London, 13th May, 18258. 

Sirn,—] have no wish to enter into any kind of contro- 

versy on the subject, but I beg leave to state, for the information 

of the public, through the medium of your publication, my 

sentiments on the actual state of the agricultural interests of the 
community. 

Cobbett, though certainly a gentleman of uncommon 

abilities and general information, has adopted a very erroneous 


notion with respect to the actual state of the vational currency 
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the currency of the country is perfectly suthcient tor every pur- 
pose for which a currency is wanted. The market price of com- 
modities, therefore, is not affected by means of the currency, in 
any way. If there was an actual deficiency of the currency, Mr 


Cobbett’s ideas on that subject, would be correct enough so far. 


But there is no deficiency ; and, in consequence, the market price 


of all commodities whatever, at the time present, depends entirely 
on other circumstances, altogether unconnected with the state 
of the currency. 

In the present case, the great consumption of grain and meat, 
during the period of low prices, has caused a short supply for the 
latter part of the season, or period before harvest ; and speculators, 
taking advantage of that circumstance, raise the market price in 
proportion to the deficiency. By and by, the ports will open for 
grain; and then, a great additional supply from abroad will, in the 
event of an abundant harvest, reduce the market price as low as 
ever; and the farmer will suffer in the same way as.before. Or, 
in the event of a bad harvest, the price of corn will rise greatly, 
to the great inconvenience of the whole community. But, even in 
that case; a foreign supply will, ultimately, reduce the market price 
again; and, then, the farmer will have to sell his half crop under 
60s. per quarter, which will produce to him a sum equal only to 
30s. per quarter for a full crop. So that, in the actual circum- 
stances of this unfortunate nation, what between hope and disap- 
pointment, the farmer will go on, from bad to worse, till the whole 
agriculture of the country shall be completely destroyed; and the 
land become a mere waste, producing nothing but grass for cattle. 

When the market price of grain and meat rises considerably, the 
poor rate increases ; aut the produce of the taxes falls off. When 
the market price of grain and meat falls considerably, the produce 
of the taxes increases ; and the farmer is ruined. This is the ac- 
tual state of this most unfortunate nation; and, this state of affairs 


will continue, till a proper settlement of the national finance shall 


take place: and, that will not happen, till a national bankruptcy 


or revolution shall have effected a reforin in Parliament. Fer, it 
is plain, that no circumstance whatever will ever indace those i 
power to reform the Parliament, or to place the finances of the 


nation on a proper footing. [ am, Xe. J.5. 
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